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The Great American Teach-In

On Nov 21, 2019 the Color Corp of Msgr. 
John ScullyAssembly 3418 had the honor of 
participating in the Great American Teach-In. 
The event was held at Progress Village Middle 

Magnet School of the Arts in Tampa, Florida. 
Throughout the day, over 150 students were selected to 

attend special classes and learn the history of and respect 
for the American Flag. Each day all the students at this and 
many other schools across America say the same 31 words 
that make up the Pledge of Allegiance, without ever really 
understanding what they are expressing when they say the 
Pledge. 

The Color Corp represented by Sir Knight Gerald Coffey, 
Sir Knight Mark Lovejoy, and Color Corp Commander-Sir 
Knight Rick Gnatowsky, held seven - :45 minutes tutorials 
for 150 students that defined the history of the flag; as 
well as the proper etiquette that the flag has earned and is 
entitled to. 

They shared some historical flags, such as one that flew 
during the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles, and a Flag of 
Honor that defined each and every American that lost their 
life on 9/11. The handling of the flag, including carrying, 
displaying, and actual folding ceremony, was explained 
and demonstrated in detail. 

The flag used to demonstrate was loaned to the Corp by 
Julio Alveraz, Jr. It was the flag that was used to honor 
his father, a 38 year veteran who was in WWII and the 
Viet Nam War for two tours. A true hero! For the first time 
ever, students understood the true meaning behind a flag 
positioned on a coffin at a funeral. 

They really understood the 
meaning and sacrifice given 
for them over the history 
of this great country by so 
many who served valiantly 
and boldly so they could 
enjoy the freedoms they 
have. They truly understood 
the 31 words they say every 
morning. 

The true value was realized 
the next morning when Mrs. 
Cooper, the coordinator 
for the GATI, wrote me an 
email saying that she saw a 
student “spring to attention 
with hand over her heart the 
next morning” when it was 

time to say the Pledge of Allegiance. That in itself may not 
seem like a big deal, but this student has NEVER stood 
and said the pledge before, because she was informed she 
could refuse if she chose to as one of her freedoms. Now 
she is front and center and proud. 

That was worth the investment of time and research 
and effort invested; along with the many questions and 
look in each student’s eyes as they learned what the flag 
represents. Also as with every event since the Color Corp 
changed to the new uniform, it was nice to hear the many 
positive remarks and how nice the uniform looked.

Here are some facts about our flag. Did you know:
• The American Flag had 15 stripes for 23 years!
• The Constellation of stars was changed 27 times!
• The National Anthem was composed during the War 

of 1812 to honor the American Flag!
• The American Flag is the most recognized flag in the 

entire world! Second to no other!
Stand proud and respect the American Flag for all it 

represents every chance you get!
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By WGK Alex Czopek

Worthy Grand Knight Report

Advent is a season of preparation. Through works 
of charity, we prepare our hearts to welcome 
our Savior at His birth.  A core principle of the 
Knights of Columbus is charity, and I’d like to 

report on a few of our charitable activities first.
“Coats for Kids”:  Our Council contributed 48 coats to 

St. Vincent de Paul for distribution to the needy in our 
community.    When our worthy Trustee John Berrie and 
I recently delivered to Bridget Wray and her team, it was 
expressed that they had a similar need for adult coats.   That 
need was also filled with a personal donation of another 12 
warm coats and sweatshirts, presented as a gift from the 
Knights.    We easily forget how many needy families live 
in our prosperous community. 

“Food for Families”  Our Council contributed $500 to 
St. Vincent de Paul, and we will also be collecting canned 
goods at the upcoming Christmas party. 

“Homemakers of Hope”   In the name of the Knights of 
Columbus, a large supply of warm blankets was donated to 
Pam Stamey’s ministry.     This was made possible by our 
friends at Ollies Bargain Outlets.  

Our Knight of the Month is Rich 
Sarnowski. We know him for his 
generous work with the Fourth Degree, 
especially the stunning amount of 
holiday turkeys delivered by Assembly 
3418 and Assembly 1850 working 
together.    Thank you, Rich, for all that 
you do. 

Our Family of the Month is Bridget 
Wray (and her husband Jim).   Bridget 
is President of the local St. Stephen 
Conference of St. Vincent de Paul.   This organization does 
so much for so many people in need.   At Thanksgiving, they 

distributed over 
200 full dinners 
to needy families.   
Every Friday they 
operate a food 
pantry from the 
portable behind 
the FLC.    It is 
more than just 
food – they grant 
financial support 

to struggling families and 
provide links to counseling 
services to be a “hand up” 
not just a “hand out.”   I’m 
humbled by their service, 
and personally plan to join 
this ministry once I finally 
retire.  

As it always does, the 
Christmas season gets 
busy as we all prepare to 
celebrate with our friends 
and family.  Let us not forget to keep Christ in Christmas 
and prepare for Jesus’ birth. 

This quote from Archbishop Fulton Sheen is an 
appropriate lesson for the Christmas season:

“There were only two classes of people who heard the 
cry Christmas night: shepherds and wise men. Shepherds: 
those who know they know nothing. Wise men: those who 
know they do not know everything. Only the very simple 
and very learned discovered God -- never the man with 

one book.”
“When finally the scrolls of history 

are completed down to the last word 
of time, the saddest line of all will be: 
“There was no room in the inn.” No 
room in the inn, but there was room 
in the stable. The stable is a place for 
outcasts, the ignored and the forgotten. 
The world might have expected the 
Son of God to be born in an inn; a 
stable would certainly be the last place 

in the world where one would look for him. The lesson 
is: divinity is always where you least expect to find it.  So 
the Son of God made man is invited to enter into his own 
world through a back door.”
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of 
Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand!” It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken 
when he said: “A voice of one crying out in the desert, 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.’” 
(Gospel for Dec. 8, Mt 3:1-3)

We are all familiar with the sense of panic 
that sets in when guests are due to arrive 
at our home. With people coming any 
minute, we rush to finish the cleaning and 

make the final preparations. My brother Knights, in this 
Gospel passage we find John the Baptist racing through 
the house, calling on everyone to prepare for the guest of a 
lifetime: Jesus Christ. This is our common task every day 
of Advent: to inspect every corner of our spiritual house 
and clean out the clutter, for Christ’s arrival is at hand. Let 
us pray for the grace to repent and prepare our souls for the 
coming of our Lord..

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William 
E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to fast or abstain from meat 
one day a week to prepare for Christ’s coming. Second, I 
challenge you to help prepare for Christ’s coming through 
the Faith in Action Keep Christ in Christmas program or 
by simply wishing others a “Merry Christmas.”

Questions for Reflection:

How does treating Advent as a time of repentance and 
preparation change how we understand and celebrate 
Christmas? What is one practical way you are shifting the 
focus from materialism to the light of Christ and the spirit 
of giving this season? How can I remind others of the joy 
of Christmas during this time of year?

Knights, spouses and Couumbiettes supporting the right to life at the annual Foundations for Life Gala
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Our Christmas’ take place most often at home, 
if not your home, then the home of a relative 
or close friend. There we gather and find 
food and drink, a comfortable place to sit, a 

beautiful decorated tree to contemplate and stories being 
told; often these are the same stories 
we hear every year; they have 
become traditions to be remembered 
annually. “Do you remember the 
time Uncle Fred nearly burnt down 
Gramma’s house….” “I will never 
forget when Jimmy surprised us by 
walking in the door on Christmas 
eve; we thought he was still in 
Vietnam.”

And yet, nobody was at home on 
the first Christmas, except for any 
animals that were sleeping in the 
stable. Joseph and Mary couldn’t 
even find room in the Bethlehem inn. The shepherds were 
out in the cold open fields keeping guard of their flocks of 
sheep. 

The angels came from heaven, of course, presumably a 
long way from the hills outside of Bethlehem. Magi from 
the east came later, after asking for directions in Jerusalem; 
after all, if you want to find “the newborn king of the Jews” 
wouldn’t you want to check with Herod the current king 
of the Jews? 

After the holy family had departed, according to the 
account in Matthew’s gospel, they didn’t return home to 
Nazareth but departed by night for Egypt to escape the 
wrath of Herod.

Having to leave the comforts of home is a spiritual path. 
Under the leadership of Moses and Aaron, the Jewish 
people left the fleshpots in Egypt to make the long and 
difficult journey across the desert to the promised land. 

When they forgot what they had learned in the desert, 
God sent them into exile for sixty years, but even in 
Babylon, the prophet Ezekiel was given a divine vision. 
John the Baptist was not found in the cities or villages but 
appeared preaching in the desert. Like him, Jesus went 
into the desert to prepare for his ministry by being tempted 
by the devil.

The first two disciples, brothers, were fishermen when 
Jesus called them to leave their nets and their father to 
become fishers of men and women. St. Paul left his whole 

persecuting life behind him when on the road to Damascus 
Jesus called him to his vocation to be an apostle.

Through the succeeding centuries many have left their 
homes in the service of and devotion to Christ. St. Antony 

of Egypt went into seclusion as 
a hermit in the desert. Cyril and 
Methodius were Greek brothers 
who were sent to preach the 
gospel to the Moravians. Boniface 
was born in England but went to 
Germany where he brought many 
pagans to the faith. Spanish-
born Saint Francis Xavier was a 
companion of Ignatius Loyola in 
Paris, was sent to India where he 
was a highly successful missionary, 
then on to Indonesia and Japan 
where he died trying to reach his 
ultimate goal, China.

Eight French Jesuits were sent to parts of Canada and 
the United States as missionaries to the Huron Indians and 
were all martyred. Born in Flanders, Belgium, Damien 
the Leper spent the last sixteen years of his life half-way 
around the world on the island of Molokai, attending to the 
spiritual and temporal needs of the lepers who had been 
quarantined in a camp there. Mother Teresa was born of 
Albanian parents in what was then the Ottoman empire but 
went to India to care for the poorest of the poor, founding 
an order that now extends to all parts of the globe.

Referring to Jesus’ birth in a stable, Thomas Merton 
wrote: “Into this world, this demented inn, in which there 
is absolutely no room for Him at all, Christ has come 
uninvited. But because He cannot be at home in it, because 
He is out of place in it, and yet He must be in it, His place 
is with those others for whom there is no room. His place 
is with those who do not belong, who are rejected by 
power because they are regarded as weak, those who are 
discredited, who are denied the status of persons, tortured, 
exterminated. With those for whom there is no room, 
Christ is present in this world.”

Blessed Christmas to all. Msgr. Mike

Christmas Message
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Patriotism Week

Thank you all for participating in our 1st 
Patriotism Week . Our Faithful Captain Mark 
Lovejoy  worked hard over the past months 
to  put together a great event which was well 

attended and for the first year very successful.
From November 4th though November 7th, Bloomingdale 

Pizza contributed 10% of orders made when the customer 
would tell the waitress “Knights for Vets”. Combined 
with the night of November 6th we were able to collect  
$1,000! This will help with our work for the Fisher House 
as well as My Warriors Place. 

A Special thanks go to the following 
individuals for their efforts in making this 
event so successful:
• The Patriotism Spirit Men’s Ensemble – 
SK Denny Schulmerich, Brother Bill Miller, 
SK Bob Murray, SK Mark Lovejoy, SK Ed 
Mc Namara, and Brother Tom Ywanauskas, 
who led the Patriotic Songs.
• Julieanne Lovejoy Gonzalez who created 
and donated the Patriotism Spirit Week Flyer 
and Banner.
• SK Rich Sarnowski and SK Jerry Coffey 
who handled tickets sales at the main event on 
November 6th

• All the Sir Knights, Brother Knights, St. Stephen 
Choir members, St. Stephen Men’s Club members, 
parishioners, friends and families who supported this 
event and our veterans

Finally, thank you to Bloomingdale Pizza for opening 
their doors and their hearts for this event.    

KNIGHTLY NEWS
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On Tuesday, at the Knights Business Meeting, we prayed for the repose of soul of one of my Jesuit High School 
classmates, Daren.  He suffered a massive heart attack this past week at the age of 52.  As you can imagine, several 
emails went back and forth, and one of my classmates – a doctor – took the time to pen the e-mail below.  It is so well 
written and comprehensive on health issues for those of us on the back 9 of life, I am compelled to pass it along.  Cheers 
to good health, and keep in mind: time flies, remember death.

By SK Bruce Czaja

Tempus Fugit, Memento Mori

Guys, I’d like to take this opportunity to say 
something that’s been on my mind today after 
hearing this shocking news. A terrible tragedy, 
and unfortunately not the first, as I know Matt 

had a life-threatening setback not all that long ago because 
of the stroke, and even at the 2015 reunion, I’d heard of a 
couple of Jesuit guys even younger than us who had died. 
It’s all really eye-opening. I didn’t personally know Daren, 
but had heard so many good things. 

The fact of the matter is that we’ve surpassed 50 years 
of age, and it seems like it’s really true that the warranty 
expires around that time, and we have to start keeping an 
eye on ourselves, because our bodies just don’t function 
as well as they used to. I’ve been a medical oncologist for 
some 20+ years, and also worked for hospice for about 4 
years. It has opened my eyes to how fragile life really is. 
Cancer is very scary, but heart disease is no less scary. It 
seems as if they run neck-and-neck every year as to how 
many they kill. As an interventional radiologist, Jimmy 
Lefler could tell you how many stroke victims he’s either 
saved or helped tremendously, but the point is that we’re 
all susceptible to diseases. We’re no longer indestructible.

If any of you haven’t had a screening colonoscopy (or at 
least a check to be sure you have no blood in your stools), 
get one. They’re recommended for anyone over age 50, 
and consideration is being made to even lowering the age. 
Colon cancer is one of the most treatable/curable cancers 
there is, IF it’s detected early. It’s always in the top three in 
incidence and mortality. If anyone is having to get up in the 
middle of the night to urinate, have your prostate checked, 
and see what your PSA is. Hopefully, no one smokes, but if 
you do, talk to your physician about at least getting a chest 
xray. There was a large study showing the benefits of a low 
dose CT (LDCT) scan of the chest in people who are active 
smokers between the ages of 55-74, or who are no longer 
active smokers in that age group, but only quit within the 
previous 15 years. Most of all, quit smoking. It is strongly 
linked to not only a myriad of cancers, but cardiovascular 
disease as well (not to mention emphysema, which can also 
be a terminal illness).

But as for the strokes and heart disease, while a relatively 
small percentage of people have inherited or acquired 
clotting problems that can increase their risk of heart 
attacks and strokes, and while genetic factors are very 
real, the majority of strokes and heart attacks are related to 
poor food choices. Someone can even look pretty decent 
on the outside, but have significantly clogged arteries. And 
if you have one clogged artery in one part of your body, 
it means that all of your arteries have some degree of 
atherosclerosis. One of the earliest signs of cardiovascular 
disease is the development of erectile dysfunction. It’s not 
just a testosterone issue. The arteries supplying the penis 
start to get clogged, and that may be an early warning sign 
that you’re developing clogged arteries elsewhere.

If you’ve already been having any type of chest discomfort, 
and it doesn’t clearly feel like acid reflux, get checked out. 
An EKG, ultrasound of your heart, and consideration of a 
stress test, but don’t put it off. Not everything is going to be 
caught on a stress test, as some blockages can only be picked 
up by cardiac catheterization, where a catheter is actually 
snaked into the heart vessels to see which are clogged. But 
if you’re having severe chest pains, don’t wait. Go to the 
ER. As we say, “time is muscle”. Once a part of the heart 
muscle is dead, it’s dead. Not only is the heart weaker after 
that, but people are prone to life-threatening arrhythmias. 
And as was the unfortunate case with Daren, the sobering 
reality is that probably about 1/2 of all people who have a 
heart attack die of sudden death. They never even make it 
to the hospital. Think about that.

So take care of yourselves, and really think about making 
better dietary choices if you know you haven’t been doing 
a good job with that. A good friend of mine is the director 
of interventional cardiology (the ones who do the cardiac 
catheterizations, stent placements, angioplasties, etc.) at the 
VA, and helped spearhead a “Whole Health Clinic” there. 
That type of movement is taking healthcare by storm, and 
he helped to educate me awhile back on the importance of 
making the right food choices. He tells patients: “Eat food. 
Not too much. And mostly plants.”

Look around. We’re an obese Nation. And even if 
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someone’s cholesterol is normal, you ought to know that 
central obesity is an independent risk factor for early 
mortality, and 1/2 of people who have heart attacks have a 
normal cholesterol, so a high cholesterol isn’t the only risk 
factor. High sugar or high fructose corn syrup intake is also 
pro-inflammatory, and can negatively affect the lining of 
the blood vessels.

The reason why healthcare in the United States is so poor 
isn’t for lack of expertise or medical technology. It’s largely 
self-inflicted (including tobacco products), and good food 
choices can even influence our genetic predispositions. 
Poor genetics isn’t always a death sentence, particularly 
when it comes to heart disease, if we’re diligent about 
eating right. In this country, we largely eat meat. A steak or 
chicken and some asparagus or a baked potato if we’re out 
to eat. Maybe chicken wings or hot dogs while watching a 
sporting event. Right? Some people feel proud of the fact 
that they don’t eat much red meat anymore, but the fact of 
the matter is that it’s all muscle. Beef, chicken, fish...it’s all 
muscle, and muscle also has cholesterol, but not very many 
nutrients. Fish may provide some omega-3 fatty acids, but 
it’s because big fish eat little fish, and little fish eat smaller 
fish, and the smallest fish eat greens. You can get omega-3 
from flax seed and a number of other sources. 

If anyone is interested, there are a few resources I’d 
recommend. One is a very compelling documentary called 
“Forks Over Knives”, which discusses how diet affects 
heart disease and cancer. At least look at the trailer for 
that one. It’s based on a book called “The China Study”, 
which discusses how most of the chronic diseases we see 
in this country weren’t seen in China until their diet became 
Americanized. 

Another resource is a great book called “The End of 
Heart Disease”, by Joel Furhman M.D. He’s another 
interventional cardiologist who talks about patients he’s 
seen in his 30+ years of practice, and how diet influenced 
their health. There was one patient who he called the “80-
80-80” guy. He had 80% blockage of one of his carotid 

arteries, and was already having mini-strokes (TIAs). 
They wanted to do a carotid endarterectomy on him, but 
he decided to instead follow the principles of Furhman’s 
first book (“Eat To Live”). The blockage actually cleared 
completely after 1-2 years. He also lost 80 lbs, and his 
LDLs (bad cholesterol) dropped by 80 points, to a normal 
level. Furhman doesn’t try to push a completely vegan diet, 
but he does talk about the importance of eating more fresh 
fruits and vegetables, and limiting meat intake.

Another good book is called “How Not To Die”, by 
Michael Greger M.D., who also had/has a radio show. 
Each chapter starts with “How not to die from...”, and he 
discusses heart disease, diabetes, cancer, dementia, etc., as 
he presents the literature which has been published for each 
category in peer-reviewed journals. Really interesting read.

Do these things for yourselves, and do them for your 
children and grandchildren. Does it mean that nothing bad 
will happen? No. But it doesn’t hurt to try and improve our 
odds of having long, healthy, enjoyable lives. I don’t want 
anyone to think I’m the picture of perfect health, but I’m 
trying. I was once tipping the scales close to 250, but went 
on a soup diet, and got down to 188 within two months, 
and haven’t been back above 190-195 ever since. This in a 
guy who wrestled at 142 lbs as a senior in high school. The 
weight creeps up on us. In any case, I was a late bloomer 
insofar as having a family is concerned, and have three 
little ones. I still have goals, as I want to be around for them 
for a long time.

And it goes without saying, be thankful for every day, 
minute, and second we get, because nothing is guaranteed, 
as we’ve seen. Hug your loved ones often. Don’t sweat the 
small stuff. 

And if you know anyone who might benefit from any of 
this, please pass it along to them. 

Take care, and I pray that you and your families all remain 
in good health. I hope to see you at the next reunion.
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Knights Support St. Vincent de Paul

In our prosperous suburban community, we can easily 
miss those less fortunate.    Easily miss the needs 
of so many individuals and families who struggle to 
keep a roof over their heads, have enough to eat, lack 

warm clothing or many of the very basic necessities. 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul offers tangible 

assistance to those in need. No work of charity is foreign 
to the Society.  Members of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul are men and women of St. Stephen who strive to 
grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to 
individuals in need.

Food is distributed each Friday, financial assistance may 
be available to those in need of rent, utilities or other living 
expenses. 

Council 14084 has donated two cartons of new 
children’s clothing (24 warm jackets for boys, 24 for girls) 
to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.    This donation is 
our small participation in the “Coats for Kids” program 
of the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus.   
Presentation was made by Trustee John Berrie and Grand 
Knight Alex Czopek on 11/22/19. 

Monetary support is also important to Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul – we want to support their efforts with 

families in our community.    Council 14084 presented 
a check for $500 to Bridget Wray of the St. Stephen 
Conference of Society of St. Vincent de Paul on 11/22/19.   
As you may know, the “Food for Families” program is 
also an effort of the Supreme Council of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

At our Christmas party, and upcoming business meeting, 
Council 14084 will also be collecting can food for the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  



KNIGHTLY NEWS

KNIGHTLY NEWS - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of St. Stephen Council 14084 10

My name is Nicholas Bambach and I 
am a Life Scout with Troop 627 out of 
Brandon.  I am currently working on my 
project for the rank of Eagle Scout and am 

in the fundraising stages.  My project is going to be the 
construction of a prayer garden at Mary Help of Christians 
Center in Tampa.  

The garden is going to consist of a 22x12ft bed of mulch 
with a 20x10ft cross built of pavers inside the mulch.  The 
cross will also have a small circle around the center, also 
made of pavers, and inside the segments created by the 
circle, will be flowers and plants native to Florida.  In the 
center of the cross, there will be a statue provided by Mary 
Help, which will be the focal point of the garden.  

The garden will also have solar lights around the 
perimeter of the cross to allow for access to the garden at 
night.  The garden will be towards the front of the Mary 
Help grounds, just off the main drive, so people visiting 
will have a direct view of it from the road.  Mary Help 
expressed that they wanted the garden to be a peaceful 
place for people to sit and reflect.  

The funds donated by the Knights of Columbus will go 
to the purchasing of materials for the project, including 
pavers, mulch, edging, and flowers.  If you would like 
to offer a personal donation to the project, go to my 
GoFundMe link below:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/nicholas-bambach039s-
eagle-scout-project?utm_source=customer&utm_
medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet

Council Supports Eagle Scout Project

Please welcome and congratulate our 
fellow brother Knights in the Second 
Degree

https://www.gofundme.com/f/nicholas-bambach039s-eagle-scout-project?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/nicholas-bambach039s-eagle-scout-project?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/nicholas-bambach039s-eagle-scout-project?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
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In this special holy time of advent, my thoughts are 
of the meaning of Christmas and our duty as Knights 
in a society where Christmas has too often become 
shorthand for shopping and where many who 

celebrate Christmas too often lose sight of its true meaning.
There should be no doubt as to the importance of this 

issue.  We live in difficult times and too many people in 
our great country are quick to question Christian religious 
beliefs and bring their opinions before the courts with the 
expressed purpose of removing our Lord Jesus Christ from 
the public scene.  

Over the past 60 years our Order has tried to remind 
Christians that Christmas is a religious holiday and not just 
a shopping opportunity.  By keeping Christ in Christmas, 
our Order has underlined the first six letters in the word 
Christmas.  That’s the message we must continue to remind 
people and add that Christmas is about “peace on earth 
toward people of good will.” To the faithful, that sentiment 
is one that is easily understood.  

Celebrating the birth of Jesus is “the Reason for the 
Season!”  We are opposed by both the overt commercialism 
of the season, and from protests by the more secular forces 
in our society.  Our Order has led the “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” campaign; maintaining a positive voice in our 
national cultural life. 

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson summed up the rationale 
for the Order’s longstanding commitment to keeping 
Christ in Christmas when he said that, “In the midst of 
an increasingly materialistic and secular society, it is all 
too easy to lose sight of what Christmas really means. We 
give gifts to each other because it is the day on which we 
celebrate the ultimate gift: the Christ child, the savior of 
mankind.”  

Our Order’s continued commitment to “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” ensures that we do not lose sight of the true 
meaning of the season.  We keep Christ in Christmas 
not just through our public displays of nativity scenes, 
banners, and signs, but also, and most importantly, through 
our actions and deeds during the Christmas season.  

It is through those acts of charity and compassion that 
we remind everybody that Christmas is a religious holiday.  
And that message is important to both Christians and 
non-Christians alike for even those who do not share our 
Christian faith can and do appreciate the message of peace 
and hope that this Christian holy day brings to the world.  
It is a message that the world needs now more than ever.

Let us always honor the birth of Jesus Christ at 
Christmas, and give the gift of yourself to our Order, our 
church community, your family, and our country.

God Bless!

By Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso

The True Meaning of Christmas

Welcome our newest 4th 
Degree Knights who were 
exemplified last month in 
Orlando.
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Christmas Ornament Decoration
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Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  TBD 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Ed Sleyzak
Faithful Captain

S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Admiral
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Pilot
S/K Alex Czopek  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 S/K Ron Carlson 

 Trustees
S/K Rick Hughes

S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K William Torres
Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K Dave Furrugia

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director
Ed Skrobacz 

program@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Carl Alerta 
church@kofc14084.org  

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org  
Family

OPEN POSITION 
family@kofc14084.org  

Life
Jason O’Neill   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084.org  

Communications
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2019-2020

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Alex Czopek

Deputy Grand Knight
Ed Skrobacz 

Chancellor
Chris Hobbs

Warden
Matt Preszler

Advocate
Mark Jovejoy

Lecturer
Roland Tiso

Recorder
Peter Depa

Financial Secretary
Nick Turco

Treasurer
Bill Ruppert

Trustees
John Berrie 
Bruce Czaja    

Guillermo Bambach 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Marc Dunne  Carl Alerta
John Hollingshead

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Frank Canto, Brian Hathaway, Robert Robens, William Miller, George Cozzi, Wilfredo De Jesus, Hubert 
Lee, Richard Gnatowsky, Thomas Brophy, Gerald Hoffman, Anton Kerler, Gary Michniewicz, Edward 
Sleyzak, Kenneth Welborn, Ross Lowry, Robert Ferguson, Robert Daigle, Gerald Coffey, Paul Pignataro,, 
Matthew Preszler, Rudy Cruz, Christopher Siderio, Carl Wohlfeil, Shawn Ryan, Eduardo Colchado, Thomas 
Lowande, Travis Cord, Jean Pierre Rullier, Christian Freebourn
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KNIGHTLY NEWS
This newsletter is a publication of St. Stephen Catholic Church Knights of Columbus 

Council 14084. To make a contribution, submit an article or pictures, please send content 
to: communications@kofc14084.org For more information on our Knights of Columbus 
Council, visit our website at: www.KofC14084.org

December 15 Breakfast With St. Nick
December 19 Admissions Degree, St. Francis in Seffner
December 24 Christmas Eve Parking Support
January 7 Creche removal
January 12 Corporate Mass, 9:30 am (tentative)
January 18 4th Degree renewal of Obligations after 4:30 Mass, followed by dinner (tentative)
January 25 Free throw challenge
February 22 Men’s Conference - more info to come
February 28 IncrediBULL Games, Bloomingdale HS

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the life, works 

and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession 
and oversees the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 
are invited to participate in promoting 

devotion to this Servant of God. 
Members of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild members 
and must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly 
except July- August, and is sent free to 
Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/

Are You A Member?

http://www.KofC14084.org
http://www.kofc14084.org/

